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FOREWORD 


Hilary of Poitiers was a Nicene Council-era church father, 
acknowledged by Orthodox, Protestant, and Roman 
Catholics as faithful. Here’s why you should care about this 
author: he lived though the last days. At least, that was his 
perspective on the matter. Hilary believed the Arian heresy 
which caused the entire institutional church of the day to 
apostatize was a manifestation of Antichrist. Men like 
Athanasius of Alexandria and Hilary were thrust out of their 
pulpits for standing on the doctrine of the eternality of the 
God Man, Jesus. 

Because Hilary believed this was an eschatological event, 
anyone experiencing last things has some insight to gain from 
his pen. Despite the fact that Roman Catholics, Orthodox, 
and Protestants all draw from Hilary, his writing has some- 


thing of an anti-ecclesial bent. Not anti-ecclesial in the sense 


vii FOREWORD 


that he despises priests, or congregations - but in the sense 
that he has seen those things serve the devil and wants men 
not to love Church as an institution but as the invisible, eter- 
nal, bride of Christ preserved forever in Christ’s glory. 

It is evil, Hilary says in this work, for the name of peace to 
dwell behind walls. It is wrong to esteem clergy, unless clergy 
are orthodox in theology and practice. ‘This is a needed appli- 
cation for every generation, since even in the apostolic days, 
Paul warns “the mystery of lawlessness is already at work” (2 
Thessalonians 2:7). Has that changed in the last thousand- 
and-some-odd years? As Matthew says, “let the reader 
understand.” 

Hilary lived through one of several typological fulfill- 
ments in church history of “the apostasy” described in 2 
Thessalonians 2. He has much to teach those of us “on whom 
the end of the ages has come” (1 Corinthians ro:1 1b). 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Nathan Hoover 
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Had the faithful at those times required some 
visible form, must they not have immedi- 
ately given way to discouragement? And, 
indeed, Hilary accounted it a very great 
fault in his day, that men were so 
possessed with a foolish admiration of 
Church authority as not to perceive the 
deadly hydra lurking under that mask. 

His words are, 

“One advice I give: Beware of Antichrist; for, 
unhappily, a love of walls has seized you; 
unhappily, the Church of God which you 
honor exists in houses and buildings; 
unhappily, under these you find the Name 
of Peace. Is it doubtful that in these 
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Antichrist will have his seat? Safer to me 
are mountains, and woods, and lakes, and 
dungeons, and whirlpools; since in these 
prophets, dwelling or immersed, did 
prophesy.” 


LETTER TO KING FRANCIS BY 
JOHN CALVIN IN INSTITUTES OF 
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


AGAINST THE ARIANS 


To the most beloved brothers who remain in the paternal 
faith, and who detest the Arian heresy, to the bishops and to 
all the people, Hilary, your fellow servant, eternal salvation in 


the Lord. 


1. Hilary tries in vain to arrange a true peace. 


Peace is indeed a brilliant name, and the idea of unity is beau- 
tiful: but who doubts that the only unity of the Church and 
the Gospels is the peace which is Christs’? As he spoke to the 
apostles after the glory of his passion (John 20:19), which he 
promised to leave as a pledge of his eternal commandment, 
we, the most beloved brothers, have taken care to search for 
the lost, and to reconcile the troubled, and to keep the found. 


But that we should become partakers or authors of this, 


neither did the sins of our time deserve it, nor did the forerun- 
ners and ministers of the impending Antichrist suffer: 
whoever boasts of their peace, that is of the unity of their 


impiety, acts not a bishop of Christ but as priest of antichrist. 


2. Many Antichrists. 


-- And lest we should be accused of using curses against them, 
let us not keep silent about the cause of the destruction of the 
state, lest it should be unknown to anyone. We know that 
there are many antichrists, even when the apostle John 
preached (1 John 2:18). For whoever denies Christ, as he was 
preached by the apostles, is an antichrist. ‘The meaning of the 
name antichrist is to be contrary to Christ. his is now done 


under the belief of false piety, this is labored under the guise 


gelical preaching, so that the Lord Jesus Christ, while 


he is believed to be preached, is denied. 


of evan 


3. The Church was not founded on human resources. 


-- And first of all, it is permissible to pity the work of our age, 
and the foolish beliefs of the present times, by which men are 
interceded with by God, and Christ's Church destroyed by 
worldly ambition. ! 

I beg you bishops, you who believe this, what votes did 
the apostles use to preach the Gospel? By what powers did 
they preach Christ, and convert almost all the Gentiles from 


idols to God? Anne assumed some dignity from the palace, 


singing a hymn to God in prison between chains and behind 
the whips; and the edict of King Paul, when he himself was in 
the theater of the spectacle, was he gathering the church to 
Christ? Nero, I believe, protected himself by the patronage of 
either Vespasian or Decius? In whose hatred the confession of 
the divine preaching flourished in us. They, feeding them- 
selves by hand and by work, meeting in secret councils, 
villages, and forts, and nations almost all over the land and sea 
against the counsels of the senate and the edicts of kings, did 
they not, I believe, have the keys of the kingdom of heaven? 
Either God's power did not manifest itself at that time against 
the hatred of men, since Christ was preached so much more, 


how much more was he prevented from being preached? 


4. The power of faith is disproved. 


--But now, alas! earthly suffrages commend the divine faith, 
and Christ is accused of his powerless virtue, while ambition 
is won over by his name. ‘he Church is scared of of exiles 
and prisons: and it compels it to believe itself, which has been 
believed by exiles and prisons. It depends on the condescen- 
sion of the communicants, which of the persecutors is conse- 
crated by terror. Let the priests flee, what has been 
propagated by the priests who fled. She boasts that she is 
loved by the world, which could not be Christ's unless the 
world hated her. He cried out about this comparison of the 
Church once handed down to us, but now lost, the very thing 


which is in the eyes and mouth of all. 


5. The time of Antichrist is already present. 


—Now I will briefly explain what that is, which is no longer 
to be ignored. According to the fullness of God's will, the 
times have been shortened. For their written account is 
taught in heavenly books: and it is necessary that the age of 
the antichrist has fallen upon us, whose, according to the 
Apostle (2 Corinthians 11:14), by the ministers of light trans- 
forming themselves into angels, the one who is Christ will be 
removed from the sense and conscience of almost everyone. 
For in order that the affirmation of error may be certain, the 
uncertain opinion of truth is brought before it: and let it be 
already accessible to the antichrist, to deceive himself that he 
is the Christ, about whom even now there is disagreement. 
Hence those various opinions, hence the preaching of many 
under the faith of one Christ, hence the spirit of Arius lately 
transfigured from an angel of the devil into an angel of light: 
all his inheritance succeeded and passed down to Valens, 
Ursacius, Auxentius, Germinius, and Gaius. For they them- 
selves have now brought in a new Christ, through whom the 


antichrist will creep in. 


6. Auxentius, Valens, etc., opinions about Christ. The 
people are not yet harmed by the hidden heresy. 


-- For they want this Christ of theirs not to be of his divinity, 
of which he is also the Father; but that he is a powerful and 


excellent creature above the rest of the creatures, and that he 


was created out of nothing by the will of God; but not to be of 
the substance of God, nor of the divine birth in him, nor of his 
majesty, which is God's truth to be understood; lest as true as 
God who is the Father is, so true is God who is the Son: so 
that what is preached in the Gospels that the Son and the 
Father are one (John 10:30) is only in the association of will 
and charity, not in the truth of divinity. If this is not the same 
in the Son as that which is God, so that in the confession of 
faith God is one; why do they confess God the Son, why 
before times and ages, except because God's name is destined 
to be holy to everyone through the indulgence of eternity? Or 
are all the regenerate not really the children of God, or are all 
the angels, certainly created by Christ, not created before all 
times and before all ages? But in order to introduce the 
antichrist with less envy, and to make the poor believe, they 
give Christ the name of God; because this is also a tribute to 
men: they confess that they are truly the Son of God; because 
in the sacrament of baptism every child of God is perfected in 
truth: before times and ages they confess; that of angels and 
the devil is not to be denied. Thus only those things are 
attributed to the Lord Christ, which are either proper to the 
angels, or to us. For the rest, what is legitimate and true to 
God Christ, Christ the true God, that is to say, that the 
divinity of the Son is the same as the divinity of the Father is 
denied. And indeed this is still accomplished by the fraud of 
impiety, so that under the antichrist the priests of Christ may 
not kill the people, while they think that this is of the faith, 
which is of the voice. ‘They hear God Christ; they think it is 


what is said. hey hear the son of God; they think that the 
truth of God is contained in the birth of God. ‘They hear 
before the times; they think that the same thing was before 
time, which always is. ‘The ears of the common people are 
holier than the hearts of the priests. If the Arians preach 
Christ as the true God, they have confessed God without 
deception: for if they say God, and deny the truth; they give 


the name, and take away the truth. 


7. Hilary's deeds with Auxentius in Milan. Auxentius 
confesses consubstantiality. 


--Though, therefore, all the papers of the churches are full of 
their most impious blasphemies, and the books are already 
full: yet what happened next must not be kept silent. When 
the holy king? issued a grave edict, the church of Milan was 
disturbed. which confesses God, the true Christ, and one 
with the Father in divinity and substance, commanded under 
the form and will of unity; I also suggested, with an importu- 
nate interjection, that Auxentius was blasphemous, and 
should be considered an enemy of Christ altogether: and I 
added that he believed differently from what the king 
himself, or all the others, believed. At which the king was 
moved; He ordered us to be heard by the Quaestor and 
Master, about ten bishops sitting together with us. And first, 
as is usual in the forum, he slandered the person, once 
condemned by Saturninus, to be heard as unfit to be a bishop. 


There is no time now to tell what the answer to these 


things is; but those who were then listening decided that faith 
should be discussed rather, as it pleased the king. And when 
the danger of being denied was already at hand; Auxentius 
professed to believe that Christ was the true God, and that he 
was one with God the Father in divinity and substance. It 
pleased me, therefore, to write this, and lest what had been 
said slip from the memory of those who heard it, I immedi- 
ately offered the king, through the Quaestor, a document 
containing what had been agreed upon; It pleases all the 
Auxinians to make these very frequent announcements: 
whoever writes them himself is compelled. He who, having 
been for a long time turning over his plans, most cleverly 
eludes the king's faith: he gives a writing composed by the pen 


of the Antichrist. 


8. By writing he evades the faith which he had confessed. 


--For the first time she testifies that she who resolved the 
impiety of all the people of Nicaea and Thrace, is holy: that 
is, the violence she brought to the bishops, affirming that the 
faith of the true confession. He also denies that he knew 
Arius: when he began to be a priest in the Arian church in 
Alexandria, over which Gregory presided. But of the synod of 
Ariminens, which was religiously dissolved by all, let us say 
nothing, only the devil's comments are to be spread. 

When, therefore, it pleased the scribe that Christ was the 
true God, and that he was one with the Father in divinity and 


substance, such a sentence was put by him [Auxentius], as if 


from the trickiest demon, which signified that Christ was 
born before all time, the true son of God: so that, according to 
the Arians, the truth belongs to the Son, not referring to God. 
And in order that there might be a far greater difference in 
this signification, it is submitted, From the truth of God the 
Father: as the truth of God was in the Father, the truth of the 
Son was only written in Christ. Proceeding from this 
discourse, Auxentius preaches one divinity, and in it he does 
not confess the Son either: so that there was only one divinity 


in the Father alone, and not also in the Son. 


9. As if feeling right it is spread. Hilary, discovering the 
fraud, is ordered to leave. 


-- The true God Christ is scattered through the people of 
Auxentius, and that he wrote that he was one with the Father 
in divinity and substance, and did not differ from the opinion 
of the faith expounded by me: after which the king came to 
his communion for the sincerity of the faith. But when this 
mystery of impiety, long hidden, would no longer be kept 
silent, and it would be said that all things were false, that faith 
was denied, that God and men were mocked; I am ordered to 
set out from Milan, since there would be no liberty for me to 


stop there against the will of the king. 


10. [Chapter 10] 


These things, then, brethern, to whom the judgment of God 
is in fear, I mean to be done in this way. What Auxentius was 
afraid to deny, he refused to confess: for I submitted examples 
of his own exposition. If he wrote the same thing, accuse the 
deceiver: but if he wrote something else? than he professed, 
understand already that another Christ is preached through 
him, that is, the antichrist. Indeed, he played with words, with 
which he can deceive even the elect; but the profession of 


such impiety is evident. 


11. The deceit of Auxentius is exposed. 


He denies that he preaches two gods, because there are not 
two fathers. “Who does not see,” according to them, “that the 
confession of one God is therefore only proper to the Father, 
because he was alone?” Whence also that style of Satan arose: 
“We know only one true God the Father.” 


And after the malevolent meanings, he says, 


“According to the Scriptures, the Son is begotten by 
his Father. If this is written anywhere in the holy 
volumes, he has a profession of innocence. But if the 
Son and the Father are one in the truth of the divin- 
ity, why is the imperfect idea of comparison brought 


forward? Christ is indeed the image of God:* but 


there is no doubt that man is also the image of God, 


since Adam was made in the image and likeness of 


God.” 


Why do you, heir of Arius, grant only ours to Christ? 
What is the King, what are the Counts, what is the Church of 
God, your Father, that is, Are you surrounded by Satan's art? 
You call Christ God: what do you mistake in the name? 
Moses said to Pharaoh that he was a god (Exodus 7:1). You 
speak of Christ as the son and firstborn of God: deny that 
Israel is the firstborn son of God (Isaiah 1:2). You assert that 
Christ was born before the ages:° and deny that the created 
devil stood before the ages and ages. You mention that Christ 
is like the Father: deny that man began to be in the image and 
likeness of God. Deny only that which is Christ, lest he be 
true God, and one with the Father in divinity and substance. 
And you are accustomed, together with your teachers, to 
accuse me of being a heretic: explain, by what letters you can, 
the cause of my impiety, and set forth the title of my blas- 
phemies. But to me the antichrist is he who does 
not confess that the Son is of one divinity with 
the Father: and he who does not thus preach one 
true God the Father so that the truth of divinity 
also is not understood in the Son. If Christ and God 
are of one divinity, why did you not simply write this? If you 
don't have them, why don't you simply deny it? 


12. One should not wrongly love the churches’ walls. 


--Therefore, brothers, I would have preferred to reveal the 
secret of such a pestilent mystery myself rather than through 
letters, and to explain all the blasphemies of Auxentius in 
individual words. It is true that this is not permitted, at least 
let each one understand what is permitted to him. The shame 
of the Church prevents me from uttering many other things, 
and I am afraid to commit the disgraceful epistles of the 
Arians. I advise one thing: 

Beware of the antichrist: for a love of walls 
has overtaken you, it is evil for you to venerate 
the Church of God in its roofs and buildings, it is 
evil for you to enter the name of peace under 
these.° Is it doubtful whether the antichrist will 
sit among them? For me, mountains and forests, 
and lakes, and prisons, and abysses are safer: for 
in these the prophets, either living or being cast 
into them, prophesied by the Spirit of God. 

They prophesied by the spirit of God. Abstain, therefore, 
from Auxentius, the angel of Satan, the enemy of Christ, the 
destroyer of perdition, the denier of the faith; He was so 
disappointed that he blasphemed. He will now assemble 
whatever synods he pleases against me, and, as he has often 
already done, publicly proscribe me as a heretic, and incite as 
much wrath as he pleases against me; surely he will never be 
anything but a devil to me, because he is an Arian: nor will he 


ever wish for the peace of some except those who, according 


to the treatise of our fathers at Nicaea, anathematized Arians, 
will preach Christ the true God. 

AN EXAMPLE OF BLASPHEMY. 

To the most blessed and glorious emperors Valentinian 
and Valens Augustus, Auxentius, bishop of the Catholic 
Church of Milan. 


13. Auxentius was called a heretic. 


-- "Indeed, most pious emperors, I consider that it is not neces- 
sary for the unity of the six hundred bishops to be restored 
after so many efforts from the contention of a few men who 
were rejected ten years ago, as the writings show. But if some 
of the people, who had never taken communion, nor those 
who had been bishops before me, were now further aroused 
by Hilary and Eusebius, disturbing some, and called me a 
heretic; not to have the persons of accusers or to judge those 
who have once been deposed (and I mean Hilary and those 
who agree with him): nevertheless, obeying your Serenity, I 
proceeded to manifest those who were speaking falsely, and 


blaspheming, and calling me an Arian, and as if not 


confessing that Christ, the Son of God, is God. 


14. He explains his faith. 


-- "T explained to the friends of your piety my confession, first 
satisfying, because I never knew Arius, I did not see with my 


eyes, I did not know his doctrine: but from my childhood, as I 


was taught, as I received from the holy Scriptures, I believed 
and I believe in the one true God the almighty father, invisi- 
ble, impassive, immortal: and into his only begotten son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, before all ages and before every beginning, 


born of the Father, GOD, the TRUE SON, from the true 


God the Father, according to what is written in the Gospel: 


And this is eternal life, so that they may know 
you as the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you sent. 


(John 17:3) 


For by him all things were made, visible and invisible. He 
who came down from heaven by the will of the Father for our 
salvation, born of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
according to the flesh, as it is written, and that he was cruci- 
fied under Pontius Pilate, buried, rose again on the third day, 
ascended into heaven, sat at the right hand of the Father, and 
will come to judge the living and the dead. And in the Holy 
Spirit, the paraclete, whom the Lord and God our savior Jesus 
Christ sent to the disciples, the Spirit of truth. Thus I 
believed, and I believe, just as the only Son of God, having 


ascended into heaven, gave it to his disciples, saying: 


Go and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit 

(Matthew 28:19). 


15. He adheres to the Ariminense faith. 


-- "But I never preached two gods: for there are not two 
fathers, so that two gods may be called, nor two sons; but one 
son from one father, alone from the ground, God from God, 
as it is written: One Father God from whom all things, and 
one Lord Jesus Christ through whom all things (1 Cor. 8:6): 
for which reason we also preach one deity. 

All the heresies, therefore, which come against the 
Catholic faith, the assembled Catholic bishops have indeed 
always condemned and anathematized but specific Arminius 
and thence to consigned him; But we have faithfully kept this 
Catholicism and the Gospels, which the Apostles handed 
down. 

Now that your piety may more truly know the things that 
have been done in the council of Ariminus, I have transmitted 
them, and I ask that you will gladly order them to be read: for 
so your Serenity will know, because those who have long 
been deposed, that is, Hilary and Eusebius, strive to create 
schisms everywhere. For what has been well explained of the 
holy Scriptures of the Catholic faith, your piety sees that it is 


not necessary to revise these things. 
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